Developing and Maintaining
West Michigan Trails
Today and Tomorrow
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destinations through a non-motorized
trails network.
Ten years, a lot of hard work, two
very strong capital campaigns later, and
the coalition has made tremendous
progress on that vision. There is still
work to be done – connections to be
made and projects in the works needing
completion – but it’s also time for
WMTGC to develop a new longrange vision.

Maintaining the Network
One of the things we’re looking at is so
important that it’s the first item on the
hen West Michigan Trails & Green		 Michigan Department of Natural Resources’
ways Coalition became a 501(c)3
(MDNR) State Trails Implementation Plan.
in 2005, its founders had already been
The five-year plan initiated in January 2014
working for more than five years to connect
emphasizes the need for funding resources
the White Pine, Musketawa, and Kent Trails
and mechanisms for trail maintenance. The
to each other and to a variety of area parks.
issue isn’t unique to Michigan; it’s being
The coalition came about with the group’s
addressed nationally.
expanded vision to connect more West
Trails last much longer than roads, but
Michigan communities to wildlife areas,
to get the most out of their lifespan and the
parks, historic landmarks, and other civic
dollars invested to create them, they need
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proper maintenance. In West Michigan
we’re lucky to have a $3 million dollar
endowment from the Meijer Family Foundation to maintain six local Fred Meijer
trails. But many miles of regional trails don’t
have that luxury, and many cash-strapped
municipalities are limited in the scope of
what they can afford in trail maintenance.
Regions across the nation and even
in Michigan are finding creative solutions
to the trail maintenance issue. For example,
voters in Ottawa County voted in favor
of a parks millage that also funds trail
development and maintenance. WMTGC
will be looking at ways to address longterm maintenance shortfalls where it’s
needed in other West Michigan communities, and what role we can and/or should
play in addressing these issues. Is it feasible
to raise funds for more endowments? Are
other communities open to a park or trail
millage? What is working in other parts
of Michigan or in other states? We’ve come
too far to let these trails simply fall apart.
Expand beyond non-motorized trails?
Another question the coalition will ask
is if there is room or need to be involved
with other types of trails in West Michigan.
The popularity of water trails is gaining
momentum across the nation, and it’s only
natural they would be especially popular
in Michigan for both residents and
visitors alike.
According to the MDNR there are tens
of thousands of miles of rivers and streams
in Michigan, and nearly 2,100 miles of
Natural River in Michigan. The designation
comes from the 1970 Natural River Act

toward this goal since before 2007, and
so a grand celebration is anticipated for
the ribbon cutting in 2017.

North Bank Trail

meant for the purpose of preserving and
enhancing a river’s values, including recreation, historic, water conservation, wildlife
habitat, and more. Michigan is ripe for
developing an extensive water trail system.
WMTGC has recently been involved
as the MDNR, regional municipalities and
organizations, and water enthusiasts meet
toward the development of the 250-mile
Grand River Water Trail. It will be the
longest water trail in Michigan offering
a range of experiences to users of all levels
and skill sets.
Progress in 2016
West Michigan will see a lot of great construction projects on trails this year, far too
many than can be listed here. Following
are just a few.
The Fred Meijer Berry Junction Trail
is finally in the last stages with construction
expected to begin in late summer or early
fall this year, and should be completed
in 2017. It will connect from the south end
of the first phase of the Fred Meijer Berry
Junction Trail to the Muskegon Lakeshore
Trail. With just a few minor gaps, trail
users will be able to travel from Grand
Rapids or Walker west to Muskegon on the
Fred Meijer Pioneer and the Musketawa
trails, connect to the Laketon Trail and
the Muskegon Lakeshore Trail to connect
to the Fred Meijer Berry Junction Trail, and
then connect to the recently renamed William Field Memorial Hart-Montague Trail
and make it all the way to Hart. Citizens
and community leaders have been working
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The Grand River Greenway/North Bank/
Spoonville Trails are exploring a potential
coordinated effort to complete the sections of each trail allowing for a loop from
Spring Lake to Nunica and back to Grand
Haven via the new M-231 bridge over the
Grand River. This will be a destination trail
system when completed for the circular
route, which will offer spectacular views of
the Grand River. Completing these sections
may also build momentum to complete
the North Bank Trail from Nunica through
Coopersville to Marne where it will connect to the Musketawa and Fred Meijer
Pioneer Trails, and the Grand River Greenway following along the south side of the
Grand River all the way to Grand Rapids.
The Interurban Trail proposed between
Kalamazoo and Grand Rapids is a major
connection that citizens have been trying
to move forward for 20 years, and is finally
gaining momentum with letters of support
from communities along the whole route.
This 40+ mile trail will mostly follow the
old Interurban rail line which is now used
by Consumers Energy for power lines.
A completed trail is still several years away,
but progress is being made with early grants
for consultants and planners. The Interurban will connect the Kalamazoo River
Valley Trail from the south to either the
Fred Meijer M-6 Trail or the Paul HenryThornapple Trail to the north, joining
together two extensive trail networks.
Recognizing Trail Pioneers
West Michigan is home to a rich and
extensive network of non-motorized trails,
with much more in development. These
trails wouldn’t and couldn’t exist without
the support and dedication of volunteers
and professionals alike. WMTGC feels
it’s only proper to begin recognizing these
dedicated individuals at the coalition’s
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annual meeting. The award is named the
Fred Meijer Pioneer Award in honor of the
man who had the vision and belief in West
Michigan’s trail network to support it in
a big way. Award categories include professionals, volunteers, and trail maintenance.
The first awards will be presented at the
2016 Annual Meeting in September.
Supporting WMTGC and its work
WMTGC is excited to announce a new
membership program to keep you up-todate on what we’re doing and what’s going
on in the West Michigan trail world, and
it helps support our mission. Several membership levels are available and details are
available at wmtrails.org/membership.

Also to help support the coalition’s
work, we’ve put together a team of 12
runners for The Fred 200-Mile Relay.
We recruited people wanting to improve
their fitness with a fun challenge, and hired
a professional trainer to prepare them for
the race. In return each runner will raise
funds for WMTGC.
The race follows the Fred Meijer
White Pine Trail State Park from Comstock
Park to Cadillac and back, teams running
24 – 30+ hours through the day and night.
It’s a great challenge and the team comes
away with an incredible sense of accomplishment.
We hope you appreciate the work we’re
doing and will support WMTGC’s mission
and work with a contribution. To support
the coalition or our running team, please
visit wmtrails.org and click on the “Make
a Donation” button at the top. We hope,
too, that in 2016 you’ll explore and enjoy
many of the great trails Michigan has
to offer.
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